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Corporation of Hamilton Board Meeting, City Hall, Hamilton – 7 December 2011 

  

Present:  Rt. Wor. Charles R Gosling, JP, Chairman 

   Alderman Glen C Smith, JP (part) 

     Alderman Pamela G Ferreira, JP 

     Alderman John W Harvey, JP 

     Councillor Marshall E Minors (part) 

     Councillor Nicholas Swan (part) 

     Councillor Dennis G Tucker, JP 

     Councillor Walter F Cross, JP 

     Councillor Pamela Quarterly 

 

Staff:   The Secretary – Ed Benevides, JP 

   The Treasurer – Gary Edwards 

     City Engineer – Patrick Cooper 

     Human Resources Manager – Lindell Foster 

     Ports Superintendent – Earl Francis 

     Communications Manager – Aderonke Bademosi 

 

  Apologies:  Events Project Manager – Danilee Trott 

 

 

1. Public Presentation 

 

 Mr Tiago Garcia thanked the Members for opening up Board meetings to the public and for 

posting the Board meeting minutes online.  He went on to say that the City of Hamilton ’s 

website is well designed and the interface is very good.  He also thanked the Members for 

recently posting the questionnaire on the website regarding the City Plan in order to gain 

feedback from the public.  Mr Garcia said he had sent an email to the Mayor and Secretary 

with a few suggestions.  He mentioned the presentation made by Mr Sherman Thompson at 

the October Board meeting in relation to the audible signals at pedestrian crossings.  Mr 

Garcia suggested that the Corporation considers a Bermuda specific street crossing signal ie: 

a signal showing a man wearing Bermuda shorts on the crosswalk so the tourists could 

appreciate this small characteristic of Hamilton.  Mr Garcia also suggested a design 

competition which could be opened up to schools to design municipal waste bins for the City.   

 

 The Mayor thanked Mr Garcia and said he had received his email which he was going to pass 

on to the Infrastructure Committee.  Looking to Bermudianise international symbols where we 

can is a good idea.  The Mayor said that in terms of our trash bins, the ones that we currently 

have were extremely expensive so we are going to try and leave them for a little longer.   

 

2. Review of Corporation minutes of 2 November 2011 

  

 The minutes were accepted as read. 

 Proposed: Councillor Tucker   Seconded: Councillor Cross 

 Unanimous 
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3. Matters Arising 

 

 Audible Signals at Pedestrian Crossings – The City Engineer said a press release has not been 

issued yet because he is awaiting confirmation of when the engineer will be visiting the island 

to install the audible signals.  The City Engineer said this will probably be sometime in January 

/ early February. 

 

 Issue of Vagrants – The Secretary reported that the letter to various Ministers regarding 

the issue of vagrants had not been sent because we have not received amendments to the 

draft letter from Mr Randy Rochester.  We did however arrange a meeting with the Ministers 

which took place on Monday 28th November and which was attended by the Deputy Mayor, 

Minister Wayne Furbert, Permanent Secretaries from Tourism, Works and Health and the 

Acting Superintendent from the Central Division of the Police.  Alderman Ferreira asked what 

the results of the meeting were. The Secretary said it would take him some time to explain 

but he would give a summary.  There is going to be an internal meeting within a number of 

Ministries of Government to work out how they are going to deal with inter-Ministry efforts.  

We have some work to do on a plan on how we deal with the current issue of vagrants being 

arrested and then instantly being released.  What we have come up with is a plan for a number 

of different Ministries doing services over a period of time and therefore giving many 

opportunities for people to take advantage of them.  If vagrants do not take advantage of 

these services then this will be highlighted when they come before Magistrates.  Alderman 

Smith said it had also been suggested that something is written into the Municipalities Act to 

give Police some powers to move the vagrants on.  Alderman Harvey asked how things will now 

be moved forward and The Secretary confirmed the plans have been tabled to be reviewed by 

the Governance Committee and this meeting is open to all Members to attend.  The alternative 

is for us to create an ordinance instead of changing the Act which would be a lot faster.   

 

 Alderman Smith said another issue is that the Salvation Army closes its doors quite early in 

the evening and some of the vagrants have employment in the evenings and their works 

finishes in the early hours of the morning.  Once they have finished their work they have 

nowhere else to go other than to sleep on the streets. This is why the various services have 

been asked to review how they can accommodate people who are trying to help themselves.   

 

 Alderman Ferreira asked what the overall view had been at the meeting on the City Rangers.  

The Secretary said they had not focused specifically on Rangers but they are seen as another 

arrow in our quiver to help the Police.  The Mayor said he thought Minister Burgess had 

worded it correctly some time ago when he had said the vagrancy issue needed to be 

addressed across Ministries and it is not just down to one Ministry.  Hopefully, now that we 

have set up a working group, the issue of the Rangers will be reviewed in full.   

 ACTION: The Secretary to follow up with Government regarding a second meeting to discuss 

the issue of vagrants and to also follow up with Mr Randy Rochester regarding the draft 

letter. 

 

 Alderman Harvey said the sooner the meeting can take place the better because the vagrant 

issue is becoming worse by the day.   
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 Alderman Ferreira said that women are being accosted in the City’s car parks and on the 

streets which is unacceptable and hopefully by keeping things on the front burner we will get 

some results.  Alderman Smith suggested that the services which currently give out food to 

the vagrants on the streets every evening could use our old works depot instead.  

 

 Old HSBC ATM Area at Ferry Terminal – It was confirmed that this area has been boarded 

up and painted. 

 

 Delinquent Tax Payers - The Secretary said he had asked the Finance Minister whether 

naming and shaming of delinquent tax payers proved to be successful in recovering debt.  It 

was noted that it is actually the Auditor General who does the naming and shaming in her 

annual report.  The Minister said it is quite difficult to gauge the success because the names 

of some delinquent payers appear on the list year after year although they have seen 

instances where people have paid due to the possibility of negative publicity or some persons 

have paid outstanding taxes due to the threat of being named.  Therefore overall the 

procedure has been positive in the collection of outstanding taxes. 

 

 The Secretary said he had also reviewed the Municipalities Act to see what stance the 

Corporation can take on recovering money from delinquent tax payers.  The Corporation can 

put a lien but we would still have to go to Court to sue for our monies.  In terms of where we 

appear in the pecking order for payments, we are listed right under Parish Councils.   

 

 Side Walk at Washington Mall - The City Engineer confirmed that the sidewalk which had 

been covered in grease has now been power washed. 

 

 Tour of the Works Yard for Members – A tour had been arranged but unfortunately most 

Members had not been able to attend.  The Mayor said he is sure the City Secretary and City 

Engineer would be happy to do personalised tours if any Member would like to visit the new 

Works Yard. 

 

 Signage – Although it was not an action item, Councillor Tucker referred to the previous 

minutes and the question of signage.  He said he notes that the Corporation has identified 

signs which are in contravention of the 1911 Act and he wonders whether we should be 

working with the Planning Department to update the Act.  The Secretary said that the last 

amendment to the Act was 1989 although the Act will always keep the same date that it was 

originally created.  The Mayor said the City Secretary did write to the Department of 

Planning who are compiling a list of properties they feel are in contravention of the signage 

Act both inside and outside the City.  The Secretary said that the Infrastructure Committee 

is looking into whether to make any recommendations or not on things such as sandwich boards 

and illuminated signage in the City.  The Secretary and City Engineer also met with the 

Chamber of Commerce in order to start a dialogue with restaurants and retail sector.  It was 

a good meeting and they have asked us to provide them with some examples of good / bad 

signage and what is compliant and not compliant so they can provide us with some feedback 

which can then be passed to the Infrastructure Committee.  
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4. Review of Committee Minutes: 

    

a) Infrastructure Committee – 7 November 2011 

 No recommendations. 

  

 Alderman Smith said the Members have taken constructive criticism that was given to 

them regarding the lighting of trees in the City.  We took this criticism away and sought 

input from retailers and people who live in the City and we now have a City that has been 

well lit and well received.  Alderman Smith also thanked Councillor Minors for chairing 

the Christmas lights committee and for moving things forward and also Corporation 

staff for putting the lights and meeting the deadline of 25th November. 

 

 Alderman Smith said that on Monday, the Committee will be reviewing the policy which 

relates to the repaving of roads and the Hamilton Sewerage Ordinance of 1912. 

 

 1.05pm – Councillor Minors and Councillor Swan joined the meeting. 

 

 Alderman Harvey asked whether we would be advertising the new mooring spots at 

Barr’s Bay.  The Mayor said the spots are for dinghies only and will be allocated on a 

first come, first serve basis.  Alderman Smith said there are in fact two new mooring 

areas in Barr’s Bay which are the western corner where there will be about 5 slots 

where people can tie up their dinghies and subsequently other people can tie up to these 

dinghies.  Dinghies will have to be registered and show the appropriate decal.  The other 

area is at the eastern end of Barr’s Bay where there is room for 2 boats abreast up to 

20ft in length.  It was noted that, in keeping with our policy of openness, any rentals 

spots were created, the lease opportunity would be advertised. 

 

b) Development Committee – 3 November 2011 

 

 Alderman Ferreira said there are no recommendations arising from the 3 November 

minutes although she does have an application which can be reviewed by the Board 

today.   

 

 Planning Application P0503/11 (CoH Ref: 11/23) – 2 Par-la-Ville Road (Royal Gazette 

Building) – A request to erect an awning.  The City Engineer said the awning would not go 

out any further than their existing awning and will be the same height.  There were no 

issues with this request. 

 RESOLUTION: That Planning Application P0503/11 - 2 Par-la-Ville Rd is approved. 

 Proposed: Alderman Ferreira   Seconded: Councillor Cross 

 Unanimous 

 

 Both Aldermen Harvey and Smith commented on the reporting that the Governor was in 

support of Bermuda’s cultural centre being built in Dockyard. Alderman Smith said that 

some of the Members had taken the opportunity to meet with Mr Butterfield regarding 

a cultural centre for the City.  There will be subsequent meetings going forward and the 

Corporation is supportive of a cultural centre and would like to see it being built 

somewhere in the City.   
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 Councillor Tucker asked why it had been mentioned in the previous Development minutes 

that some money has been budgeted for in 2012 for the Waterfront Development and 

he asked whether budgets had been discussed by the group which has been put together 

by Bermuda First.  The Mayor said that nobody had raised that budgetary red flag yet.   

 

 Councillor Tucker asked why we had budgeted monies for the project.  The City 

Engineer said he is budgeting for contingency as he is ever hopeful that the 

development will go ahead which will mean monies will need to be paid for work to be 

done.  Alderman Ferreira said there is no point in moving ahead with the waterfront 

without at least some consideration to the efforts and the amount of money that has 

been expended by the Corporation of Hamilton on development issues and in particular 

with Sasaki.  Alderman Ferreira said we are going to have to spend some monies on 

bringing Sasaki in to educate them and bring them up to date.  Councillor Tucker said his 

concern is that the expenditure should be discussed between the Government and the 

Corporation.  The Mayor said that he is hoping that since we are bringing together the 

overwhelming amount of capital to the project that a lot of the expenses will be borne 

by others and will still be shared but maybe not equally shared.   

 

c) Special Development Committee – 7 November 2011 

 No recommendations. 

 

 This meeting focused entirely on cruise ships and was attended by Mr Carl Paiva who 

gave some very interesting feedback on the cruise ship industry.  One thing that did 

come out of the meeting is that the message is loud and clear that there are plenty of 

cruise ships available which will fit into Hamilton Harbour (ie: up to 750ft).  Alderman 

Ferreira said she invites all Members to attend the next meeting once it has been set up 

and once the Development Committee has agreed on how to move forward.  Alderman 

Harvey asked whether the Committee has decided to have a meeting with the new 

Minister for Transport and Alderman Ferreira said we have and hopefully he will attend. 

 

 Alderman Ferreira reminded Members that Ms Julie Marshall will be attending 

tomorrow’s Development Committee Meeting to give an update on the Hamilton Plan and 

all Members are encouraged to attend. 

 

 Alderman Ferreira commented that the Christmas Parade had been very successful 

although there had been a problem with the barricades which had not been set up 

initially. The Corporation was contacted at the last minute and did erect the barricades.  

Alderman Ferreira commended Mr Colin Smith and his team for reacting to the last 

minute request.  The Mayor said that the Alderman’s comments would have been better 

served if they had been routed through the Events Project Manager rather than the 

Board.  
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 The Mayor said he had also attended the Special Development Committee meeting but 

he felt that we are being provided with a very in depth survey by Government and its 

consultants but unfortunately the information provided by Mr Paiva had been anecdotal 

and when we pressed him to provide us with specific names etc he declared there may 

be a conflict of interest because he was already in discussions with some of the cruise 

ship companies.  The Mayor said he feels we still do not have sufficient enough evidence 

to show that there are smaller ships which will be willing to visit Hamilton on a regular 

basis and for us to forego the information provided by Marine & Ports regarding the 

development of the channels. 

 

 The Mayor went on to say that there was a meeting held last week with the Minister and 

his consultant which was to do with an operational issue and to review what the City and 

the island had done well in relation to cruise ships.  The Mayor said he had not had the 

meeting in his diary and had therefore not attended.  He had sent a letter to the 

Minister apologising for his absence and had suggested a meeting for the Corporation 

and Minister to get together to discuss cruise ship visits for 2013.  The Secretary said 

he had attended the meeting along with the Ports Superintendent and they had worked 

through mainly operational issues such as taxis, tour buses etc.  The Secretary said the 

number one issue for the cruise ships is vagrants and the second issue is the fact that 

shops are not open in the evenings and all weekend.  These comments have been relayed 

to the Chamber of Commerce.  The Mayor said he had seen the President of the 

Chamber of Commerce last night and had mentioned that they should hold a meeting 

shortly. 

 

d) Property Committee – 10 November 2011 

  

Alderman Harvey said that the Committee had received a request from the organisers 

of the Bermuda Festival to install a washer / dryer in the City Hall Theatre changing 

rooms so they could clean their costumes on a regular basis.  The initial thoughts by the 

Committee were to refuse the request because upon review by the Engineering 

Department, it would not be feasible to locate a washer / dryer in this area.  Alderman 

Harvey said that upon reflection, there may be other areas that we could investigate.  

The results of this review will be brought back to the next Board Meeting.  Alderman 

Harvey asked the technical team to make this item a priority because the Bermuda 

Festival starts next month.  The City Engineer said he can arrange for a machine to be 

installed but the question is whether or not the Board would wish him to do so.  

Alderman Harvey said the theatre should be used as often as possible and for us to 

remain competitive it would be a positive thing for us to do.  The Mayor said that an 

iconic event such as the Bermuda Festival needs our support and if it is outside our 

budget to provide the actual machine then we could at least provide the plumbing etc.  

The Mayor said this request is specifically from the Bermuda Festival which occupies 

the cultural calendar for a good six weeks of the year so the machine could just be 

installed temporarily for their use.  Councillor Minors said he sees this as a good 

opportunity for outsourcing the laundering of the costumes although The Mayor said the 

Festival is challenged financially and they would struggle to do this.   
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Some of the Board Members were also concerned about the maintenance of the machine 

and the Mayor suggested that the organisers of the Festival are responsible for the 

maintenance.  Councillor Cross said he would like to discuss this issue further with the 

City Engineer as he feels he can resolve it.  The Mayor said that the organisers of the 

Festival should be present at the discussion.  (Note: During this discussion, Alderman 

Harvey had put forward a motion to install a washer / dryer at City Hall although this 

motion was rescinded once it had been agreed that the issue would be progressed by the 

City Engineer and Councillor Cross). 

ACTION: City Engineer and Councillor Cross to meet with Bermuda Festival organisers. 

 

1.45pm Alderman Smith left the meeting. 

 

Bermuda End-to-End – The Property Committee received a request from the organisers 

of the Bermuda End-to-End for the Corporation to place a plaque at Albouy’s Point to 

commemorate their 25th anniversary.  The event has raised approximately $4 million for 

charity in its 25 year history.  They have also asked for the Mayor to say a few words at 

the commencement of the May 2012 event.  They will also recommend City of Hamilton 

as their major sponsor on their website and in printed material.  Alderman Ferreira 

asked where the plaque will be located and Alderman Harvey said the Parks 

Superintendent was very encouraged by the suggestion to place a plaque and he has got a 

location in mind.  The Mayor said everything the Parks Superintendent has done during 

the current Members term of office has been exceptional and we should leave the 

location of the plaque to his good judgement.  

RESOLUTION: That the Board approves to place a commemorative plaque at 

Albouy’s Point to celebrate the 25th anniversary of Bermuda End-to-End. 

 Proposed: Alderman Harvey   Seconded: Councillor Minors 

 Unanimous 

 

Rental Application Forms – The Property Committee was asked by the Events Project 

Manager to review the rates and regulations on the application forms for the rental of 

Pier 6, The Theatre, Parks and City Hall Foyer.  It was agreed that the Custodian fee 

for Pier 6 rental should be raised to $85 to bring it in line with all other application 

forms. 

RESOLUTION: That the Custodian fee for Pier 6 rental is raised from $60 an 

hour to $85 an hour to bring it in line with the City’s other event application 

forms.   

Proposed: Alderman Harvey   Seconded: Alderman Ferreira 

Unanimous 

 

 Alderman Harvey encouraged all Members to visit the new Works Yard.  He also 

mentioned that we had recently put out an RFP for the cleaning of the new building and 

we had received ten responses.  The Committee would like to recommend that the 

contract is awarded to the lowest bidder, Bright Brigade who has provided very good 

references from The Airport, Port Royal Golf Course and Fairmont Southampton 

Princess Hotel amongst others.  
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RESOLUTION: That the Corporation of Hamilton awards the contract for the 

cleaning of the new Works Yard Building, Laffan Street, to Bright Brigade. 

Proposed: Alderman Harvey   Seconded: Councillor Minors 

Unanimous 

 

City Hall Foyer – The Mayor mentioned that there is now a wonderful piece of artwork 

by William Collieson in the City Hall Foyer which has received a lot of favourable 

comments.  We have also received comments on the decoration of the foyer and The 

Mayor congratulated Mr Allan Lee and his team on a job well done.  The Mayor said he 

agrees with some of the comments regarding the Bermuda Employers Council Hall of 

Fame and that perhaps they could have produced something a little more legible.  The 

City Engineer suggested that we refer this issue back to the BEC.  

ACTION: The Secretary to contact BEC regarding improving their Hall of Fame. 

 

Art Exhibit in City Hall – Alderman Harvey said he had received a presentation by Mr 

James Cooper and Mr Russell De Moura who presented a proposal to install a kinetic 

artwork within the central spaces of the City Hall building during the 2012 Bermuda 

Biennial Exhibition hosted by the BNG.  Alderman Harvey said the exhibit will entertain 

visitors and enhance the interior of the building.  The Board agreed that the item 

should be reviewed again by the Committee as not all Committee Members had been 

available for the presentation.   

 

e) Staff, Legislative & Governance Committee – 15 November 2011 

 No recommendations. 

  

 Councillor Tucker said that there are ongoing discussions with the Bermuda Industrial 

Union and he will wait until the restricted session for the Human Resources Manager to 

give a full update.   
  

f) Finance Committee – 16 November 2011 

 No recommendations. 

   

  Councillor Tucker said the Committee is still reviewing whether the Corporation should 

publish the names of delinquent tax payers.  The Treasurer said that if we were to go 

the route of putting a lien on a delinquent payer then we would have to get a judgment 

initially and it was agreed this would be discussed in full at the next Committee meeting. 

 

  Councillor Tucker said hopefully all the Members have had an opportunity to review the 

financial statements for the period ending 31 October 2011, which have been included in 

the board packs.  Our revenue vs budget through October is down approximately $614k. 

Expenses compared to our budget are down $1.5 million which has given us a positive 

reflection on our bottom line and we are hopeful that the savings will be reflected at 

the end of the year.  Councillor Tucker congratulated the management team on a job 

well done on controlling annual expenses.  It was noted, we are taking on additional 

projects before the end of the year which includes road repaving and this will be 

reflected in the figures at year end.    
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  The Mayor said these figures are quite extraordinary considering that in June of this 

year, we were looking at an inability to meet payroll. There has been some flexibility on 

Government’s part in terms of them having given us support through the 14 basis point 

difference which has contributed in some way to this and enabled us to undertake 

projects that we had originally set to one side.    

 

  Councillor Tucker said the board books also include the draft 2012 budget which the 

Treasurer will discuss in more detail.  The Treasurer apologised for the brevity of the 

budget but he said this is due to the fact that we anticipate that not much will be 

happening next year.  We have been in survival mode since 2010 and we see this 

situation going into 2012 as well.  This is a break-even budget which includes minimal 

maintenance and minimal capital expenditure.  We have made certain assumptions 

regarding revenues and if we come unstuck on those then we will be in trouble.   

 

  There are also some loan repayments which will need to be made next year and the 

retention to pay on the new depot in April.  This will produce a cash flow negative 

number of $0.5 million for the year but we should have enough funds to cover this.  We 

are not anticipating borrowing any money next year.  It is not a very exciting budget but 

it is more about safety than anything else.  The Treasurer said he expects parking 

revenue to be about the same next year and we are picking up some extra revenue 

through our clamping scheme.  Sewerage is going to run about the same rate as this year 

and we are not anticipating increasing taxation in 2012.  The Treasurer reminded the 

Members that we had received some one off windfall payments in 2011. Taxation 

revenue is going to be down next year.  We are also assuming there is going to be about 

$0.5 million of attrition because some buildings will not be occupied.   

 

  An assumption has been made that we will receive a $5 million grant from Government 

plus a further $0.5 million through the 14 basis points.   

 

  On the expense side, we have assumed the staff head count will stay the same and this 

is currently 115.  Health costs will rise and we have estimated a 12% increase which will 

take effect from May.  There has not been an increase in social insurance for a number 

of years so we are expecting an increase of about 5%.   

 

  From an operational point of view we are looking at routine maintenance, work on traffic 

lights and some repaving work.  We have also already ordered a mechanical sweeper and 

will need to replace one of the recycle trucks.  The Treasurer said that if there is some 

surplus arising from the budget then the City Engineer will put the money to good use.  

Alderman Ferreira asked whether it would be possible to get some sort of duty relief on 

the sweeper and the truck.  The Secretary said we can certainly write a letter to the 

Finance Minister to enquire.  The Mayor suggested we also try and get a rebate for the 

duty on the steel needed for the docks project. 

  ACTION: The Treasurer to find out whether we can get duty relief on the mechanical 

sweeper, recycle truck and steel.  
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  Alderman Ferreira asked if any of the events outlined on page 9 are outsourced and the 

Treasurer confirmed they are all run in-house.  The Secretary said that on occasion we 

have hired people to help with events but everything is organised in-house.  We have 

tried to focus on the most popular events again for 2012 such as the Scavenger Hunt 

and Summer Sundays in the Park.   

 

  Councillor Minors asked what the labour costs are to put up the Christmas lights.  The 

City Engineer said that costs this year were close to $90k and this included overtime.  

The Mayor said that maybe some of the lights could be left up so visitors in the summer 

time can enjoy them.  Councillor Minors said that he had raised this idea with the 

Christmas Lights committee and the Parks Superintendent had mentioned that leaving 

the lights can impede the growth of the trees.  The Mayor said that we should do some 

judicious planning and rotate the lights for say a 12-18 month period and move them to 

different trees.   

 

  Councillor Tucker asked whether the budget needs to be approved today.  The Mayor 

said it will either need to be approved today or there will need to be a special meeting 

prior to year-end to approve it.  Councillor Tucker said that he proposes the budget is 

approved today and that the Finance Committee will review it on an ongoing basis. 

   

  The Mayor said the only thing that concerns him is the concept of removing the car park 

at No. 5 and it is something that needs a proper discussion with the Board Members, 

possibly starting at Property Committee level.  Alderman Harvey said the concept had 

already been discussed by the Committee and it had been decided to make it into a 

recreational area although the project had been put on hold due to budgetary 

constraints.   

  RESOLUTION: That the 2012 Corporation of Hamilton budget is approved as 

presented subject to further discussion on Car Park No. 5. 

  Proposed: Councillor Tucker   Seconded: Councillor Swan 

  Unanimous 

 

5. Any Other Business 

 

 North Village Band Concert - The Secretary mentioned that the Members have been invited 

to the North Village Band Concert on Friday 8th December at 5.30pm at Par-La-Ville Park.  

The Secretary said he will send out an Outlook invitation to all Members. 

 ACTION: The Secretary to send Members an Outlook invitation to the North Village Band 

Concert. 

 

 Charitable Request - The Secretary said we have been approached by someone from the 

Rotary Club and they are looking at producing a hardback book about all the places called 

Hamilton in the world although it was not known what the City’s contribution would be.  The 

Board asked the Secretary to obtain further information with a view to the request then 

being considered by a Committee. 
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 Town Hall Meeting – The Secretary suggested some dates for a January Town Hall Meeting 

and The Mayor asked the Members to give the Secretary their date preferences by the end 

of the week.  The Mayor said he will be asking each Committee Chair to give a summary of 

2010 activities. 

 

 Complaints Regarding Roadworks - Councillor Cross said a constituent had asked him why the 

repaving project outside the Post Office is taking so long.  Councillor Minors said he has also 

had a number of people calling him regarding the narrowing of the roads in certain places.  

The City Engineer said that the productivity on the Church Street site has not been at its 

best and we are working to address these issues.  The hold up on the site has been because 

there are a number of buried utilities which we are having to move and shift in order to get 

our utilities in on the top.  The removal of some car parking spaces and narrowing of roads has 

been done to improve pedestrian safety.  Councillor Cross said one of the main problems has 

been communication and if people knew what was going on then they would more readily accept 

the delay.  The Secretary said there has been some publicity and VSB interviewed him 

regarding the intersection work.   

  

 The Mayor mentioned a make-shift sign which has been put up where the work is being carried 

out at one of the intersections which asks the public to call City Hall if they have any queries 

with the work.  He said he is concerned that the sign has been put there to stop passers by 

from asking the workmen what is happening and instead put the onus on City Hall staff.  

Alderman Ferreira said that we should address this sign and ensure it states that we 

apologise to the public for the inconvenience and to ask them to call City Hall if they have any 

queries and give the correct telephone number.  The sign should also include the City logo.   

 ACTION: The City Engineer to address the sign that is currently located at the intersection 

where work is being carried out. 

 

 Christmas Lighting – Councillor Minors said he has received some very heated calls regarding 

the Christmas lights.  One was from M&M who have felt they have been totally ignored and 

not consulted on the lights at Reid Street west.  Councillor Minors told them that we have 

consulted with retailers via the Chamber of Commerce.  Councillor Tucker said it is very 

difficult to deal with each retailer individually.  Calls were also received from people on Elliott 

Street and Angle Street and Councillor Minors explained to them that they were represented 

by the EEZ and he asked them to articulate their concerns to him in an email so they can be 

addressed when we are considering lighting in 2012.  The Mayor mentioned that Alderman 

Smith has also received a major complaint from Masters.  He went on to say that if 

businesses wish to have better representation then there are advantages to belonging to 

organisations such as the Chamber of Commerce.  It is not in our best interests to light up 

streets where there are just one or two shops that are open from 9am to 5pm and it is 

worthwhile us concentrating on areas where there are many more shops which are open for 

longer hours.  Alderman Ferreira said that perhaps we should consider taking some money out 

of the events budget and putting it towards Christmas lighting.  The City Engineer said that 

we have used the same amount of lights this year although we have compressed them into 

certain areas to create a better impact and also all the lights were up by 25th November 

which meant we started putting them up in September.   
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 City Hall Theatre – Alderman Harvey said he has noticed that City Hall Theatre is getting 

very busy for the Christmas / New Year period and for that reason he asked the Executive 

Secretary to send out the policy for the booking of the Mayor’s Box and he asked everyone to 

adhere to it. 

 

 Christmas Party – Alderman Ferreira mentioned that Hammers are holding an auction at Pier 

Six this coming Saturday and Sunday and she wonders how this will impact on the City Hall 

Staff Christmas Party.  The Human Resources Manager said the auction will not affect things 

because the party will be taking place out on the balcony area. 

 

The public part of the meeting closed at 3.00pm. 

 

 

______________________________  _______________________________ 

Date        Mayor 

 

 

 

        _______________________________ 

        Secretary 


